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When Life Begins 
 
Pro-choice advocates are invariably loathe to acknowledge the most important medical and scientific fact of 
all, namely that life begins at conception. Indeed, they will find no medical textbooks or scientific reference 
works that say that life begins at any time other than at conception. 
 
Many are no doubt aware that some of the world's most prominent scientists and physicians have testified 
at a Senate committee that life begins at conception. At these same hearings, the pro-choice lobby, though 
invited to do so, failed to produce even a single expert witness who would (or could) contradict or even 
question this accepted fact. 
 
Moreover, pro-choice advocates often accuse pro-lifers of having no plan for all those lives "forcibly 
brought into being". When they say this, they often appear resentful that some lives are being saved,       
instead of aborted. This is surprising in that pro-choice rhetoric insists that they want abortion to be "safe, 
legal and rare," despite the fact that more than 3,000 abortions are carried out each and every day. 
 
Another fact that is often ignored is that there are more than 3,000 crisis pregnancy centers in the United 
States staffed almost entirely by pro-life volunteers. These centers, unlike abortion clinics, offer expectant 
mothers a real "choice" other than abortion, and provide post-pregnancy medical and other assistance free 
of charge. So where as the abortion industry has raked in hundreds of millions of dollars since abortion was 
legalized in 1973, the motive of pro-lifers, in offering their time and money to support women in problem 
pregnancy situations, is entirely selfless. 

Our Bishops Speak 

“While it is always necessary to work to reduce the number of abortions by providing alternatives and help to vulnerable parents and children, 
Catholic teaching calls all Catholics to work actively to restrain, restrict and bring to an end the destruction of unborn human life.  As the Church 
carries out its central responsibility to teach clearly and help form consciences, and as Catholic legislators seek to act in accord with their own 
consciences, it is essential to remember that conscience must be consistent with fundamental moral principles. As members of the Church, all 
Catholics are obliged to shape our consciences in accord with the moral teaching of the Church.” -- Statement on Responsibilities of Catholics 
in Public Life, March 10, 2006 

The JOSEPHINUM 4-MILER, a run/walk for families and         
individuals, will take place at Glacier Ridge Metro Park, Dublin, OH, 
on Saturday, September 15, 2018, from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  
Register now and get a family discount or early individual registration 
rate.  Participants will receive bread and either wine or jam made by 
the Benedictine Monks. Register at: m3ssports.com (click “events”).  

The Friends of the Josephinum invites you to bring your friends and 
family and join the fun! Walk or run at your own pace and enjoy a 
September morn in the park while you support our future priests. 
Proceeds benefit seminarians at the Pontifical College Josephinum.  

Where were you in 1968?  

That was the year that Blessed Pope Paul VI wrote Hu-
manae Vitae (On Human Life) as an affirmation of the 
Catholic Church’s beautiful teaching on married love 
and responsible parenthood. Many people think they 
know what the document says, but few have actually 
read it.  Celebrate Humanae Vitae’s 50th anniversary by 
reading the original encyclical, viewing videos of cou-
ples’ HV stories, or recording your own HV story at 
https://celebratehv50.com/.  

"The real question today is not when 
human life begins, but what is the  
value of human life?" 

Pres. Ronald Reagan 

https://celebratehv50.com/

